




  

  

Montessori News
Montessori Parent Information Night “Theory into Practice”

   The Montessori teachers are preparing an interesting evening for the parents of their Montessori students on 
October 15th at 3:30-5:00 in room A104 and 7:00-8:30 in room A101.  Find out first hand how the Montessori 
philosophy makes learning fun and exciting!  Stay tuned to your Monday letter for more information.

Check Out the Montessori Website

   If you have a child enrolled in the Spokane Public Schools Montessori program (or if you don’t), you need 
to check out our website.  Daryl Burch and Sandra Bancroft-Billings are doing some amazing work with it.  As 
Sandra puts it, “Daryl is the real webmaster for CoMP’s website. He got it up and running. A more accurate 
title for me would be web editor.”  Sandra has worked hard to put up tons 
of information and resources but wants your input. If you think the web-
site would benefit from some improvement, please drop Sandra a line at: 
sandrabillings@me.com.The website is a great resource for educating your-
self about Montessori, keeping up with our Balboa and Jefferson Montes-
sori calendars and, of course, channeling your surplus financial resources to 
a great organization. Check it out: http://www.spokanepublicmontessori.org 

Help Support Montessori at Jefferson!
   
   
   CoMP South (Jefferson ‘s Montessori Parent Group) is so 
grateful for all of the support we receive from the Jefferson 
community!  And here is another easy way you can support 
Montessori education at Jefferson. 
  Did you know you can raise money for CoMP South while 
doing your everyday shopping? All you have to do is purchase 
gift cards from America’s favorite retailers and use them in 

place of cash, checks, or credit cards for purchases you were going to make anyway! 
Each card purchased carries an associated “contribution” of 2-15% or more back to 
CoMP South.  
   Gift cards are available from over 300 national and local retailers. Groceries, cloth-
ing, dining out, home improvement, even gasoline can all be purchased with Scrip.  Please 
go to the website www.spokanepublicmontessori.org, click on “Contact us/Donate Now” 
and at the bottom of the page there are instructions on how to proceed.  
   Thank you, Jefferson, for your support of Montessori education and CoMP South.
                               



 

   

 

 

   

 

Library News
Great News, Parents! You can now access your son or daughter’s library catalog from home! Destiny is a 
Web-based, school community-wide library browser which means it can be used from any Internet con-
nected computer at school or at home. Go to the school district’s web site www.spokaneschools.org, and 
then click on:

 - Students
 - Research
 - Follett Destiny
 - Jefferson Elementary

At the Catalog and Library Search page you will be able to search for books by Title, 
Author, Keyword, Subject or Series.  You can also search for award-winning books.

When you go to the library webpage you can click on the “Destiny Quest” link. This will take you to a new
search tool, “Digital Native”.  (A Digital Native is someone who has grown up with computers!)
In Destiny Quest, students can easily see:
 
 - The most popular books in their library
 - New books recently added
  - “Resource Lists” provided by their librarian or teacher
 - The library shelves without leaving their chair!

With your school library catalog on-line you can help your child select books and 
be involved with their reading.  Please contact Yvonne Davis, teacher librarian, if you have any questions:
yvonned@spokaneschools.org 354-3184

   Jefferson’s Cabinet is a carefully selected group of sixth 
grade students who serve the student body in a variety of 
ways. Each member must commit to weekly cabinet meetings 
and be willing to participate in leading assemblies, operating 
the school store, and participating in service projects through-
out the year. Led by Mrs. Avery and Mrs. Fletcher, the Cabi-
net members are a valuable asset to the Jefferson Community. 

        Congratulations to this year’s group!

        Kahlil Wilson-Moore Madison Meuler
        Kate Hawkins  Michaela Fay-Flores
        William Petro  Brooke Barton
        Thomas Detillion Luke Copley        
        James Hogstad  Maxey Cherel
        Josh Brower  Delaney Mosca 
        Sami Hoiland  Kathryn Purdum

The Scholastic Book  

Book Fair 
is November 9th - 13th

8:30 am - 3:30 pm

(The 12th is Grandparents Day and we 
will be open until 6:00 p.m. that day.)

Parent helpers are needed all week and 
for set up  and take down. Please contact 
Ms. Davis if you can help out during this 

fun event!  Call 354-3184.

Jefferson Cabinet
2009 - 2010



 

   

 

Spotlight on...
Mrs. Jagoda

Each month the Fife and Drum will be highlighting a different staff member at Jefferson. 
This month, it’s our art teacher, Kit Jagoda. Read on to get to know her better...

What do you love most about working at Jefferson?
What I love most about working at Jefferson is the students and being able to work 
with first through sixth graders.  The Jefferson students are enthusiastic, kind and 
hard workers.  Being able to provide art for each grade level is important toward 
development of the whole person, and I feel lucky to be a part of this.
 
How long have you been at Jefferson? Where did you work before you came 
here?
This is my 16th year of teaching art at Jefferson.  I also teach at Bemiss and Lidg-
erwood and see over 900 students every two weeks. Prior to teaching in Spokane, I 
taught in Arizona for five years.
 
Tell us about your family!
My husband, Pete Jagoda, is a metalsmith artist, who teaches Jewelry at S.F.C.C.. 
He is a member of a gallery called Artstyle Northwest.  He got his MFA at ASU in 1972 and has been a full time artist and 
teacher since then.  I am originally from Spokane, so my mom and brother live here as well as some other relatives.
 
Do you have any pets?
Pete and I got involved in pet rescue in 1995, and we have since started a 501c3 non-profit at our home and property called 
River’s Wish Animal Sanctuary, named after my dog, River.  This is home to rabbits, dogs, cats, goats, donkeys, horses, 
chickens, two turkeys and a pig named Delilah. You can read about it at www.riverswishanimalsanctuary.org
 
What hobbies do you enjoy?
I love to draw and paint, and I try to do this as much as possible between feeding the animals and cleaning litter boxes!
 
Something about me that would probably surprise most Jefferson students is this:
I worked on an archaeological dig one summer as a scientific illustrator in the lab.  We lived in large tents on the Straight of 
Juan de Fuca.  I made some lifelong friends there, and it was fascinating. 
 
For me, the perfect vacation would be…
To visit the art museums and amazing architecture found in Europe.
 
What are you most proud of?

Feeling like I’m a part of a student’s artistic development and seeing the work they 
create and being able to give them an opportunity to express themselves visually.  I 
also like being able to work on behalf of animals, when I’m not teaching.
 
Favorites:
Food: Chocolate!
Season: If I could only pick one season, it would need to be late spring, when ev-
erything has finally thawed!
Book: Anything Beatrix Potter.  She was such a great illustrator and storyteller.  I 
love Peter Rabbit!
Color: All of them
Restaurant: Mr. Jagoda’s cooking! Seriously.




